INETY-ONE bushals of tomatogs were eanned
this yenr by an Ifinois institution thag turns
out twenty-five wives a year who Know every
detall of perfect housekeeplng

The other Any n hig canning houss down
the stata telegraphed the Ilinols Tralning
|uhool for Glrls, loeated at Gemeva, asking
how miny cans of vegotablea it would need

for the coming year.
wWe won't want any from you or any one cise outslde

of our home; we ralse, presarve, and ent the product of our
cwn farm.” Thin was the answer Mrs. Opholla Amigh wired
batk to the comeern that expected to make a big sale to the
atate. In learning how to do this and other kinds of house-
told work., hundreds of 1inols girls have fitted themeelves
te become perfect housekeeping wives, The girl who leaves
this Institution has been trained to cook. buke. sew, wash,
iron, and to telm up a house that will be the pride of any

sppreciative husband In the land.
o ot
" Trained for Life’s Battle.

Today soores of girls whe have been found without the
home they ought to have, have been sheltered In this noble
Institution and tealned how to successfully meet the battles
of Hfe. Oune hundred and twenty.-five are now employed In
lucrative positions, Colored girls who were plcked off the
strests of Chiengo are now teaching school in Oklahoma,
Others have found places In other callings, but. better than

|
|

: |
|

all, scores have found honest husbnpds swho todny are proud
of tha wives and the homes that are now presided over by
thesty well tralned young women.

The girls who have married have lirgely become the
wives of farmors nnd are pow In homes that the husband
owns. A large number of rallroad onginecrs have wives who
were tralned In this echool. Every now and then a prond
young mother visits the hospitable roof. 8he brings from
pne to three bright faced children, who, Supt. Amigh savs,
are the best dressed and Dest behaved children that today
are growing toward American citlzenship,

Within the last two years a dressmaking department has
bwven gdded to the Institutlon. No girl who has not n natural
ability In that line is admitted to the department, but there
are many who readlly take to the work, The girls In this
depariment are miaking most of the clothes now worn by
the young women who have left the Institution and ars
working for thelr living, The employed girls pay for the
work out of their earnings. The forty or more attendants
In the Institution also patronize the clever apprentices, who
are steadily acquiring a wvaluable knowledge of a paying
business.

ok o>
Divided Into Ten Big Families.

There are ton familles of girls in this big training school
Each family haa from twenty-five to thirty girls under the
direction of a managing matron, a housckeeper, and a
laundry matron. A girl Is put In the kitchen for a perlod of
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. Man Who Has Weitten 2,000 Soems.

W. D. NESBIT'S ANNUAL OUTPUT IS 700 PIECES OF VERSE.

O have wrlitten 5,000 poems and still to be a
young man are things suggesting a record In
the nowspaper side of literature.

In all these thousands of lambles, ana-
pesties, trochaics, and dactyllcs not to have
one love poem goes further and smashes all
records In all times,

Then, out of these thousands of poams to
have taken only elghty-six to represent his first venture Into
the world of books—

And the réader has several llnes upon the personality and
gharacter of Wilbur D, Neabit, who for ten years has been
writing 600 poems A yoaur for newspapers, and who at the
prosent time la keoping the pace for the week Jay ind SBun-
gay Issuce of THE CHicAGO TRIBUNE, ns he hus done for two
years post.

The person who realizes what It might be to write 500
jotters A vonr In hitchy prose will be excused for a spirit of
doubt In these fgures, Ho will be allowed to speculiste upon
a corpa of W, I. Nesbits, who aro interchangeable on Tds
TRIBUNE staff. But to those who know Wilbur D, Nesbit in
person there will be po guestioning of the fact that there is

| only one. .

F >
Hard for Some to Believe.

But doubtless some explanations will be necessary In these
! figures and these statements. Mr. Nesbit admits it Beveral
youra ago hoe recelved a sharp reminder of the possibllity.
He had gonoe to hilx natllve Xeqln, 0., on & vislt and Inel-
dentally had ealled upon o local liveryman In passing Lhe

stables. Bitting In the office from which the proprielor had
| exouned himself o moment one aof the drivers with «
friend stepped Into the harunessa room. one thin partition

wway from the visitor.
! " Who wan thit fellow you spoke to just now?" querled
the stableman's friend.
I8 Bl Nesbit, a young fellow who used to Uve hore,”
ok the roply. " He lved cast somewhore now."
“*What does he do?
| * o writes poetry for n newspapes,”
| “The —— he doea? Bay, Is that o fact?
* Bure—and they pay him for n.*
S well” came the comment, together with a sigh, * don't
It beat —— what some peopls will do fur a lvin'?™
Perhaps the chance versifier would change thoe query to
hoew & man "oan "™ make a living that way? For newspaper
‘ werse has been Nesbit's living and more for several years, as
it promisas to be his living indefinitely. He s one of a4 hana-
ful jn the whale country who are making a living In rhymes,
polply, unmixed with the prasale side of newspaper work.
I M ost of the newspuper poels write more prose than wverse In
the gourse of the day's work; with Nesbit his day’s stunt is
rhyme; and if it Is not forthcoming there I8 a hole In the
editorial page where It ought to have been.

o o
| First Effort in Advertising.

Onece, not to have written the day's rhymes would have
pieant a hole in an advertlsing page. For Mr. Nesbit's first
pokm was dediented 10 some stylish strow’hats n the front
windows of an Indlanapolls dry goods house, and the busls
of the rhymed rhapsodies was Riley's ' The South Wind and
the Bun," As the ndvertiging man for the house, Mr, Nesbit's
prose bad not beeh effectunl. He was already faclng the
ordeal oulled ln the verpacular “ firlng " when this parody
on Rlley was turned to the glorification af the straw hat

* Who wrote that stuff?’ demunded the proprietor of the
manager at the sight of the morning's roots.

* Er—-Nesbit—I told him 1 ddn't thigk It was—"

“Tell bim to go shead and write some more of the kind,"
broke in the propriglor, and thus out of § Hoosler dry gooda
plore A poet was made

. b ’
Newspaper Wark Wins dcknowledgment.
} The Indlanapolie yewspapers look him yp 07 the editoria)

golumns, and g was with the Journal In Yadisnapolls grom
18 to 1808 when he was called (o the Baltimors American,

i Prom the American, wherge be was the " Josh Wink " of
that paper, doveled (o rhyming wit and bumor, be came to
Tun Triouns, where hig critics concede hie * hgs found him-
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gelt,” ** The Traill to Boyland *' {8 the first ncknowledgment
of it In the book world, from the presses of the Bobbs-Mer-
till company. In Tune TriBUNE his friends first saw more
than the ** Josh Wink ™ In him when he took up his * Ser-
mons in Song " as the Monday morning feature of Tus
TwinvNe's editorinl page. Neshit himself perhaps would say
thut he has cut decper in this feature than in any other

Then why did they not constit the first book? For
the reason that these elghty-six published poems subtractea
from 5,000 leave 4.014 still In his serapbooks at his home In
Evanston, and among thegs thousands, even his * S8ermons
in Song."” are not overwhelmingly prominent In the scores
of other topfes treited. And then they are added to, steadlly,
at an average of two a day!

o, >
Plays on the Heart Strings.

But writing two poems a day Is not all that may ruffle
the serenity of a congenital good nature. The readers’ coms
ments may have a good deal to do with it. For Instance, ong
will read something and say, “ How llke Rlley!” and per-
baps nod suggestively. Another seeg Ficld In his work, and
gtill another suggests Stanton. Butl If Riley fgures In Nes-
Lit's work it 1s through Riley's philosophy, preachedl to the
younger poet a few years ago when Riley impressed upon
Fm to avoid wriling at the heads of scholars, and Instena
“write at the hearts of men.''

This I8 the Neshit idea toduy. And to the extent thas
Neablt goes at the hearts of men through the dialocts of the
boy, and of the negro. and the farmer he must accopt the
dinlects an they are—and be lkened to those who wrote be-
fore him. For Instance [n Nesbit's “ 8h-h-h1!" where he
girikes so truly the bhoy nature, he has only the boy dinlect
¢f Riley and Fleld and of everybody else for Its expresalon:

“My ma—she's upstalrs In bed,
And ITS there wif her.
IT8 all bundled up an' red—
Can't nobody stir;
Can't nobhody say & word
Bince IT come to s
Only thing ‘at T have heard,
*Ceptin® all ITS fuss,
Is "BH-H-H!"

“1 goed In to se0 my ma,
Nen clumb on the bed
Was she glad to soe me® Pshaw!
*AH-H-H!"="at's what she sald!
Nen IT blinked an' tried o pec—
Nen 1 runned away
Out to my old apple tree
Where no one could

*BH-A-H!

say

“Nen T laid down on th* ground

An' say 'st I Jest wish

1 wan big! An' there's 2 sound-
‘At 0ld tree pays ‘BH-IH-H!

Nen I ory an' cry an' cry
Till my pa, he hears

An' comao tih_-rq,: an' wiped m)\ﬂ}'o
An' mop up the tears—

Nen says ‘' SH-H-H!

“1I'm go' tell my ma ‘at she

Dop't sult me one bit— \

Why 4" they all say *'SH-H-H!" to me
Al' pol say 'SH-H-H! to IT™

oA o
“Her Chriskmas Prayer” His Favorite,

If the child side of the mother be clear to him, so I8 the
mother side of ghe cklm. us Indlcated In “ Her Christmas
Prayer,"” which the suthor has read oftener to himself than
almost gnything he ever wrote:
Muary Mother, be good to him;
Be kind 0 him that day—
“Twill be the only Christmas tlme
That Be hay been wway

1 promised him a world of toys
If he would only stuy—

Burg, heaven's full of little beys
That sing and laugh and play.
But you would know the smile of him
Among a thousand more;
His smile will make all else seem dim
. When you e¢all him ** Asthore.”

Bure, you will know him by hls eyes,
That are so sweet and blue,
And deep, and clear, and very wiso—
They read the heart of you.
His hair is golden as the sun;
Hie curls they are so gquilnt
They mind you of the halo on
An ungel or a salnt,

I promised him u splendid tree,
With ocandles all aglow,

0O, Mary Mdather, you on see
"T'was me that loved him so.

And surely, surely, you wlill see
My boy 8o swoet and slim—

His eyea are hungering for me
As my eyes are for him

Mary Mother, be good to him;
B¢ kind to him that day

Twill be the only Christmas tima
That he hag becn away.

] o

His Ideal of an Environment.

Most of Mr. Newbit's written at his home In
BEvanston, Such revision as they get | when he coples them
on i Lypewriter In his desk In Tng Tnsune office. In these
compositions he denles that eovironmenl cuts any patticulas
fgure. Bome days the work is easler than I¢ s op others;
some days it 18 a great deal hapder, WBut for the yenr around
he insists that & writing room about thirty-fiye feet squars,
kigh In proportion, with trees at the windows on all sides, una
o great writing table exactly in the center of If would be m
phyveleal Inapiration beyond measura.

Buch mystem as Is In his work lies In the sgall noteboox
In which he puts down cvery possible theme for an bit of
postry and In the determination not to i:mt vpon his work
ay more than the wWork of a day which exacls Its unvarying
quuntity of rhyme. Ha feels that (f he should cunslder the
next six monthy ag 4 whole, ig \'lliOIJ 2060 poems must be forth-
coming fram him, he would go %o pleeck [n the cuntemplation.

o o
Poems Always on Hand.

Neabit says that he never permits himseld to think of
more than the work he must do for the one day, and yet when
that day’s work Is off his hands, !f be lg in the mood he will
keep rlght on, “ laylpg up ggalout a dry spell” These exira
pooms are erefully lv[ma[tcf-} I & drawer of his deak, that he
calls hiz " joe box,"” and are goply used when there comes a
day when nothing suggests a poem and bis brain scems, as
pbe describes It, ke o * cold papcake.” The verses, * Her
Christmas Prazer," for Instance, quoled above, were written
slmost two years before they were printed, apd had been
entizely forgotten untll one day when & hurrled search for
* gomething to use " brought them to lght.

One characteristic of Mr, Neshit's verse that bas been
commented upon generally |s lta conslstent cheprfulness ana
itr avoldance of elther pubjects or mode of treatment of sub-
Jects that would wound the fselings of any reader, Yet, with
all this, he tries to aveoid mawkishness of sentiment or that
overdone gentleness which ls usually termed “ sofl.” That
the public wants and appreciates virile, ringing verse, wheth-
of It touch upon the " commaon run of things " or the * heart
interest ** features of existence, s becoming more and more
evident

POCINE are
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Serious Poems Are Popular.

Berlous verso, as exemplified in his * Bermons In Song."
is waking its rightful plage in the recoguition of the general
publie. Bimply because & man does verses for a pewspaper
should not be regarded as making It necessary for hig to
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three months, and thore, under the dlrection of practleal
teaghers, she learns every detall of kitchen work, inel ling
cooking, baking, scrubbing, washing, and preserving. There
are girls who work In the morning and others o the afters
noon 8o ag to give all an opportunity to attend school. Ong

after another other depurtmoents of wre thor-
oughly taught and learned. Whil
Imparted each child Is being carried through the cight grades
of Instruction employed In clty and country schools =0 that
they may enter & high schoal from this Institution. Draw-
ing and music are taught and the walls of the Institption are
decarnted with the products of pen and pencil wielded by the
students of different claxses.

housekoeeping

this Instruction Is being

Girls between the nges of 10 and 18 vears of age are coms-
mitted to the school, which Is given the care and custody
of the ward until the age of 21 ig attained. They are coms-
mitted by Juvenile courts and by courts of rocord from all
of the countles of the state, After o chlld has been In the
school for a perlod of not less than one vear 2he may bo
assigned to a home, the eéenvironments of which nre Inves.
tignted before she |8 allowed to take up her abode there. Tho
girl must make n periodienl report untll she arrives nt the
age of 21 unless she marries. Her earnineg= are sent to Che
Institution and banked and held In' trust for her, nepessary
expenses belng dédducted. BEwvery child of the school I8 pro-
vided with a bank book for this purpose. S8ome of the girls

bave accounts that run over §100. and in the aggregate the
institution Is now holding a lurge sum of money in trust

e )
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Call Institution Their Home.
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confine himgelf to the farcieal Jingle ar the brogdly humorous
verse. The lighter matter, though ephemeral and ofien In-
consequential, holds ita own for the day it s printed, but the
poems which In & common, natural, whale hearted wuy touch
upon prassi of life or of sentiment which arg famillar to all
are the opes that go inte the sorap book wnd preservo not
only the name of the man who writes them but
that publishes them

It is Mr. Neabit's opinlon that the news;
verse has undergone a change in the lust ten years, For-
merly all vers¢ la the newspaper was expocted to be in lght

| )
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veln, approprinte to the joker's column. Twently years uf
It eould not be too rough In horseplay or too Irreverent w!
the writer undertoal (6 make parodles
Today, a# the exchinge man on the newspaper estimat
the verse writer's worlk, It s the serlous sida of rhyme 1L
appeals to the publla, The “ Bermons In Sang '’ have had
if the paper recognition from the man with the ahears such ns pven Ned
bit dld not anticlpsde. Thin unespected recognition has boeon
iper taste for ' if the strongest polnters directing th Wriler away
froom bis Hrst Idea of mere Jingloy. Bome of Lhuse gpermons
have found pluce in the ™ Trall w Boyland,™
L




